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We came,  

We saw,  

We ate,  

We left.  

Gail Merrill 

 

Next Chapter Event  

Event: Chapter Meeting 

Date: Jan 14th 

Location:  

Hilton Garden Inn 
520 Minnesota 

Kansas City KS 

Bring: $8  

Time : 8:30am breakfast 

9am Meeting 
              

Event: Meeting 

Date: Feb 11th 

Location:  Hilton Gar-

den Inn 520 Minnesota 

Kansas City KS 

Bring: $8 

Time: 8:30am breakfast 

9am Meeting 
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SFA 29 Treasurerõs Report 

Beginning Balance Nov1, 2011     $      17,388.73 

Income                                          +      970.00 

Expenses                                       -       594.00 

Ending Balance Nov 30, 2011       $     17,764.73 

As Reported By Ted White Chapter Treasurer 

General Funds         $ 3,503.67 

Emergency Funds (Obligated)            $350.00 

Scholarship Fund (Obligated)         $1,078.02 

SOF Formal Fund (Obligated) 

Nam Dong Library(Obligated) 

      $ 12,533.04 

        $   300.00 

Below is a summary of Chapter Funds.  For detailed information about Chapter Funds please contact        

$23.37 By Rich Kiper PhD.  Rich Kiper's latest book entitled Army Raiders: The Special Activities Group in 

Korea in now available on amazon.com. The book examines the role of the 

Raiders as they conducted raids and counter-guerrilla operations in South 

Korea as well as in North Korea near the Chosin Reservoir. 

Pineland Poems $12.50  By: J. L. Hasler. Poems of the Pineland in North Carolina.  Written by a Special Forces Sol-

dier. c/o Pineland Poems, PO Box 71855, Ft Bragg NC 28307 

Jackie Malena: Surviving Cancer 101 $19.99  

I really want to make a difference in cancer patients lives.  I want to give them the tools to increase their survival.  The 

website is www.SurvivingCancer101.com.  If you know someone my book (also named Surviving Cancer 101) can 

benefit you can order it on my website.  Once on my website go to Support and click on Gift shop.  You can order it 

there.  Thank you for all your support. 

The Sumter Flying Artillery $39.95 on Amazon.com. By: James òSpikeó Speicher  

This book is a detailed study of the 11th Battalion Georgia Light Artillery that served in Robert E. Leeõs Army of 

Northern Virginia during the Civil War. This 500 page book has been endorsed by former President Jimmy Carter 

SFA 29 Cook Book $20.00 SFA 29 has its own cook book.  Inside are recipes from chapter members and their fami-

lies as well as some old time fun recipes.  This Cook Book is 3ring notebook style so you can add/change/subtract 

pages as needed.  All proceeds from the sale of cook book go to the support the chapters education scholarship fund. 

Order at: sfa29  10520 Bridlespur Dr Kansas City Mo 64114 

Beyond Nam Dong  $25.00 By Roger Donlon. Beyond Nam Dong is the personal story of Medal of Honor recipient 

Roger H.C. Donlon.  As commander of Detachment A-726, United States Army Special Forces, Captain Donlon and 

his twelve man team successfully defended a small American outpost at Camp Nam Dong, Republic of Vietnam on July 

6, 1964. Order at: sfa29 10520 Bridlespur Dr Kansas City MO 64114  or rogerdonlon@aol.com 

Strawberries, Capture the Essence $20.00 By: Carol Shirkey (wife of MG Robert Shirkey) 

Anything and everything about strawberries.  Over 300 recipes on strawberries.  All proceeds from this book go to 

the support of the SFA 29 educations scholarship fund. 

Order at: sfa29  10520 Bridlespur Dr Kansas City MO 64114 

Car Magnets: Chapter 32, Green and Gold Ribbon Magnet with the Special Forces Motto òDe Oppresso Liberó $5 

each SFA Chapter 32  Attn: Magnetic Stickers, 1849 Greenway Ave.  Yukon OL 73099 

Car Magnets: Chapter 51 Ladies Auxiliary, Black and Green with òQuiet Professionalsó $5 plus shipping 

Contact 702-433-3663  or  jumpjky@aol.com for information or see page 93 of the spring DROP 

http://www.SurvivingCancer101.com
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Ad Space:    We are open to new Ads to be printed in the Newsletter and Membership Directory.  A 

business card Ad is $27 for the year.  Larger Ads please contact the newsletter for pricing. 816-943-0073 or 

sfa29newsletter@gmail.com.  We need more Ads to help defer the cost of printing the newsletter.            

Ad renewals were mailed out in November.   
 

SFA Chapter 29 Polo Shirts:  We are now taking orders for Chapter Polo Shirts.  You will find a 

order form online at our web site sfa29.org.  The shirts are Black or Army Green with the Association and 

Chapter logo on it.  You may also personalize you shirt with you first name or years of service.  You can also 

purchase a second shirt for your wife.  The shirts are $34.50 each including shipping.  Please make checks 

payable to Stewart Hink and mail the order form to SFA 29, 10520 Bridlespur Dr KC MO 64114 

Color choice is green or black.  Sizes are M L XL XXL. If you would like your nick name or years of service 

on the shirt please let us know what that is. 
 
 

Membership Renewals:   
Renewal time has passed.  Your late. DO NOT send your renewal to National as this causes an extended   

delay in notification that you have renewed with the chapter.  Please contact Jon Meigs at 913-681-3887 or 

Jeff Forker at 913-681-3086.  Reminder, all renewals must go through your chapter.  

Re-New Your Membership Today.  
 

Pistol Raffle Ticket Now Available.  
Raffle tickets WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE at the 2012 SOF Formal.  Yes, you saw correctly.  Because of 

Missouri Gaming Laws we can not hold a game of chance at a Missouri Casino.  And, since the 2012 SOF 

Formal will be March 2nd at the Argosy Casino we can not sell tickets to the Pistol Raffle on the Casino 

Property.  So, if you want to purchase a chance at winning a Colt 1911 Pistol you will need to purchase your 

Raffle Tickets before March 1st 2012 from a chapter member or student at CGSC Ft. Leavenworth KS. All 

sales will be closed at 5pm February 29, 2012 and the drawing will be 

held March 1st 2012 in front of witnesses.  To purchase tickets at a 

cost of $5 per ticket send your check payable to  

SFA 29, 10520 Bridlespur Dr. Kansas City MO 64114 

Monies received by 5pm February 29, 2012 will be included in the 2012 

Colt 1911 Pistol Raffle. 

"To The US Forces and their  

Families"  

Bill Radtke D -996 

In Honor and Appreciation of the Special Forces Wives and Families that make the sacrifices neces-

sary to be part of the Special Forces Family and its association.  They provide the sup-

port that can not be bought or provided by any government program.  With-

out their support, we would be lesser individuals and our effectiveness threatened.  

In remembrance of a very special Special Forces Wife, Carol Ann Smith 

                           Jack Smith 2007      



Thomas Wright:  

Thomas Clifton Wright, 67 years old, of Overland Park, KS, passed away Saturday, Nov. 26, 2011 after an 

extended illness. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests contributions to the Girl Scouts at 8383 Blue Parkway, 

Kansas City, MO 64133 Council Camps and Outdoor Programming www.girlscoutsksmo.org/. Tom gradu-

ated from Rockhurst High School and Officer Candidacy School. Tom served two tours in Vietnam, where 

he was in the 47th Infantry. Tom was a paratrooper. Upon return, he was a Commander of a Special Forces 

unit in the United States Army Reserves. He was employed most of his working life by the Girl Scouts and 

was driven to serve his country and community. Survivors include his wife, Mary; and their son, Walter; a 

son, Jeffrey, of Orlando, FL; a daughter, Victoria Gruenewald, of Mission, KS; his mother, Ruth Wright, of 

Overland Park, KS; a sister, Sharon Reilly, of Manhattan, KS; a brother, Jim Wright, of Phoenix, AZ; and eight 

grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews. Fond memories and condolences for the family may be left at 

www.overlandparkchapel.com. 
 

2012 SOF Formal:  

SOF Formal 2012 will be March 2nd 2012 at the Argosy Casino and Hotel.  Invitations will be sent to chapter 

members and friends of the chapter before January 25th, 2012.  If you do not receive either a mailed invita-

tion or e-mail invitation by January 30th, 2012 please contact the newsletter at 816-213-8639 or sfa29news-

letter@gmail.com.  And, remember Raffle Tickets will not be sold at the SOF Formal.  They must be pur-

chased before 5pm February 29th, 2012.  
 

Traveling Chapter Members:  

Roger Donlon, Ross Worley, Sam Raber, Henry Laurent, Debora Merrill were amount the many that have 

spent extended time in Viet nam, Loas and Campuchia (Cambodia) since Thanksgiving 2011.  Roger and 

Henry along with Henryõs son joined us in Hanoi and traveled with us to Hue for the dedication of the Nam 

Dong, Viet nam Library and Learning Center.  Ross, Sam and Debora stayed a total of 21 days and traveled 

to all three countries enjoying to local life.  While it was a long and tiring trip, it was a once in a life time 

journey.  We witnessed the local culture of the Hmong in Loas and the Montagnards in Vietnam. Saw several 

Library and Learning centers from just checking in to see if there are any problems, to Libraries under con-

struction, to opening newly finished libraries including ours. We visiting the China and Russian Markets, 

words can not explain them.  Traveled the Mekong by boat for 6 hours, where we met a challenge at the 

boarder to Cambodia when one of our traveling group members was not aloud to enter Cambodia and had 

to return to Saigon to wait for our return. This was only one of the many challenges we met.  Someone in 

our traveling group (not a sfa 29 member) aloud themselves to be lured away from the airport (basically kid-

napped).  We got her back a few hours later unharmed. Our interpreter was constantly harassed by officials.  

And, you always had to watch out for beggars and pick pockets.  My best memory was the Hmong blessing in 

Loas.  They tied a white string onto your wrist and said a blessing.  Most of the blessings were for good 

health and safe travel.  I was one of the only ones to leave the strings on for the entire trip and I found that 
at the boarder crossings security knew what they were and always gave me a big smile and passed me on 

through security with out any issues. I was never sure what was waiting for me on the other side of security 

and free pass to the bus we had waiting for us or a firing line.  The land is beautiful beyond words.  I can un-

derstand it when Viet nam vets talk about the jungles and the issues they had traveling through them.  There 

is nothing in the USA like it.  Beaches were great.  They are just sand with very few sea shells, making it easy 

to walk on. I asked our translators many questions and was a little amazed by their answers.  As they say 

there is always two sides to every story and in Viet nam there are definitely two sides. For those who didnõt 

go with us you missed out on a wonderful trip.  I would do it again in a heart beat. Deb 

 



Montagnard Girls singing tradition song at the 

Nam Dong Library and Learning Center 

Opening. 

Traditional Montagnard Housing 

Students preparing red ribbon for ribbon cutting to open 

the Nam Dong Library 

Opening Ribbon Cutting for the Nam Dong, Viet 

nam Library and Learing Center. 


