
July 2009 

Volume 9, Issue 7 

Chapter XXIX  

Newsletter  

Ok letõs start the information section 

about the National Convention. 

1. Membership has increased from 8958 

to 9244 with 9189 voting members.  

96 members have passed away since 

the last convention. 

2. National has taken on the task of re-

defining òwho has contributed signifi-

cantlyó in the associate members 

qualifications.  They are not going to 

do away with associate members or 

make it harder.  They just need to 

make the definition more clear. 

3. National has also cleared the way for 

local chapters to establish Auxiliary 

Units within their local chapters. 

4. National would also like to establish a 

national fund raiser day starting in 

2010.  This would be a day where 

every chapter holds a fund raiser at 

the same time.  More on this later. 

5. 2010 National Convention will be 

June 7-12 in Fayetteville NC          

(FT Bragg) and the 2011 National 
Convention will be June 23-27      

Orlando FL 

SFA National Convention -Las Vegas NV 

Gail 

Merrill, 

Jack Smith 

and Dan 

Perille. 

Las Vegas 

2009. 
Roger 

Donlon 

was also 

in atten-

dance. 

 

This years National Convention 

was held in Las Vegas NV at the 

Palace Station Casino.  Opening 

reception was Sunday night and 

was a no frills event, just liquor 

and finger food.  It was on 

Wednesday when everything really 

kicked off with the usual vendors 

room and several very informative 

meeting.   We will bring to the 

chapter the information provided 

to those attend over the next cou-

ple of newsletter. Donõt worry 

everything was good news.  I think 

most of you will be very pleased.  

The closing banquet was Thursday 

night.  While we here in Kansas 

City have had our own personal 

experience with Formal Dinners, 

many found that the manor of din-

ner service at the banquet was a 

problem.  While trying to serve 

over 500 people the hosting chap-

ter chose to serve dinner, buffet 

style.  It didnõt work.   

P.S. Thank You Jack and Dan for 

being my body guards. 

Next Chapter Events:  

Event: 12th, 20th and 

SFA Chapter 29 Annual   

Gathering 

Date: July 18th 10:30am 

Location: Worley Family 

Compound (See pg 2.) 

Bring: Hat, Sunscreen, 

Camera, Photo Albums 

 

Event: Mendenhall Firing 

Range 

Date: July 19th           

8am Bagels & O.J. 

9am Firing Range 

Location: Mercer MO 

Bring: Hat, Sunscreen, 

water, Camera, Gun & 

Amo. if you have one. 
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Annual Group Gathering  

Mendhallõs Firing Range By Debora 

Directions are as follows:  

South:  Blue Ridge to Wornall, turn north to 127th terr, 

turn east on 127th terr, parking at the end of the street. 

North:  I-435 to Wornall, south to 127th terr, turn east on 

127th terr, parking at the end of the street. 

 

Worley Family Compound address, for those who need to 

Map Quest or GPS the location, is 205 E 127th Kansas 

City MO 64145.  But, please park at the end of 127th terr.  

Parking in front of Rossõs home is very, very limited.  He 

has a great parking area behind his home.  If you know of 

anyone who is a member of these groups, pass the infor-

mation on to them.  While at the SFA National Conven-

tion in Las Vegas we met a couple of 12th group members 

and invited them to the gathering. 

Itõs that time again for the annual group gather-

ing.  If you are a member of the 12th, 20th or SFA 

Chapter 29 then you are invited to the 4th annual 

group gathering.  This year it will be July 18th and 

once again at the Worley Family Compound. 

Event will start at 10:30am and end whenever 

you want to go home. Ross will be grilling bur-
gers and brats.  All the fixings will be provided 

along with water, pop and beer.  All you need to 

bring is a hat, sunscreen, camera and photo al-

bums.  Dress for hot weather as you well know 

July 18th is known to be very hot.  Ross has a 

pool if you dare. Then on Sunday you are all in-

vited to the Mendenhall Firing Range for some 

practice shooting.  Parking will again be behind 

the compound at the end of the street.                             

         

 So here is what you need to bring: 

1. Hat and Sun Screen 

2. Water or Gatorade 

3. Dress for hot weather and wear closed toe shoes. 

4. Bring ear protections and eye protection.  

5. Weapon and amo. If you have one. 

Directions: 

I-35 north toward Iowa to the Bethany exit. 

Take Highway 136 east  to Princeton MO to Hwy 65. 

Take Highway 65 north 9 miles to Mercer MO. 

At County Road BB go west for 2 miles. Turn left at 

the gate next to the old metal building.  Follow the 

gravel road to the new building, park beside the gravel 

road.  We will try to have the Chapter Flag posted on 

the gate.  Any problems call us at 816-213-8639 and 

we will try to direct you in.  If you MapQuest Mercer 

MO you will see County Road BB just north of town.  

If you want to go up Saturday evening you can camp at 

the range or there is a Best Western(660-425-8006) 

or Family Budget(660-425-7915) in Bethany MO. 

OK here is part two:  Sunday July 19th the group 

gathering will be headed for Mercer Missouri to the 

Mendenhall Firing Range.  The earlier the better, 

since it will be very hot out.  We are hoping to 

gather at 8am, but not later then 9am.  For anyone 

who arrives early there will be bagels and O.J.  This 

is an open field firing range, with a shot gun range, 
pistol range and sniper range.  Everyone is invited, it 

does not matter if you own a gun or not.  There will 

be weapons there to share.  There will be people 

there that can help you fire a gun.  So donõt let the 

fact you have never fired a weapon worry you.  

Wives, daughters, adult grandkids you are also in-

vited to practice shooting.  I was there last year and 

it can be a lot fun.  Fact is, I am hoping Ross will 

bring this great little rifle he owns.  Itõs a great 

weapon for anyone who hasnõt shot is a long time 

or  never.  Jack Smith is bring some family members 

with him and Terry Buckler is not only bring that 

Colt 1911 (You know that pistol that he won at this 

years SOF Formal) with him, but also Marsha and his 

daughter, who will be home from college.  
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Amy Birthday Celebration By Mike Neer 

CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTHDAY OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY 

On June 13, 2009 the Region celebrated the Army Birthday.  The Celebration hit its mark and was en-

joyed by a wide range of over 500 attendees.  The meal was fabulous and the program filled the evening 

with the history of the Army.  The fallen warrior table was on display and retired at the end of the event.  

Five new Soldiers were enlisted in a ceremony during dinner.  Displays included 3 howitzers, the 1st in-

fantry Division Display, Buffalo Soldiers display, Year of the NCO display, the first 10 Flags of the Nation, 

all 50 State Flags, and artwork from every era of the Army.  The theme for the event was ôThe Year of 

the NCO, so nearly all focus was placed on the Armyõs Non-Commissioned Officers.  Also honored  

were 25 Waiting Spouses, 5 WTU wounded warriors, and 9 Gold Star Mothers. Warriors old and young 

attended honoring the Army and its warriors.  General Barry McCaffrey was an exceptional speaker laud-

ing our NCOs, their competence, and contributions to developing and training everyone who comes into 

the Army.  We could have listened to him for an hour.  Mike Neer says many told him this event was a 

standard setting event perhaps besting any held anywhere in the Army.  But, talk to those who came for 

their opinions.   

 Attending Special Forces were, Roger and Norma Donlon, MG Bob Shirkey (who despite his recent in-

jury braved serious pain and attended anyway), Roy Williams and spouse, Al and Sonja James,  Woody 

and  Frances Woodward, Sam Raber and his spouse, Ron and Barbara Simmons.  Also joining the tables 

were Vince Principe and his guest Marie Moder who brought and cared for Bob Shirkey.  Major Kelly 

OõNeal and his spouse Tiffany VanBuren-Kiolbasa from the Command and General Staff College also 
joined the Special Forces tables.  Mike and June Neer were hosting the event and tended to the guest 

speaker, General Barry McCaffrey. 
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I 

n Honor and Appreciation of the Special Forces Wives and Families that make the sacrifices neces-

sary to be part of the Special Forces Family and its association.  They provide the support that can 

not be bought or provided by any government program.  Without their support, we would be lesser 

individuals and our effectiveness threatened.  

In remembrance of a very special Special Forces Wife, Carol Ann Smith 

                           Jack Smith 2007      

"To The US Forces and their Families"  

Bill Radtke D -996 



Calendar of Chapter Events  

Medically Challenged Members and Family  

July 18th, 2009: Annual Group Gathering Worley Family Compound (See Page 2 for details) 

July 19th, 2009: Mendenhall Firing Range , Mercer MO (See page 2  for details) 

August 8th, 2009: Meeting Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KCKS (Breakfast $8)(Convention Informa-

tion meeting.  Come hear the latest and greatest.) 

September 12th, 2009: Meeting Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KCKS (Breakfast $8) 

October 3rd, 2009: Oktoberfest, English Landing Park, Parkville MO 

October 31st, 2009: RAD (Ft Leavenworth, Lewis and Clark Center) 

November 11th, 2009: Veterans Day Parade, Leavenworth KS 

November 14th, 2009: Meeting Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KCKS (Breakfast $8) 

December ?, 2009: Holiday Gathering TBA (Need a location, anyone want to volunteer their home, we 

bring all the goodies) 

June 7-12, 2010: National SFA Convention Fayetteville NC (Ft Bragg) Holiday Inn (Do not stay at the 

Double Tree, they refused to work with the 2010 Convention) 

June 23-27, 2011: National Convention Orlando FL (Hotel TBA) 

Jackie Malena: Great news from Jackie.  Her latest scan have shown the main tumor is shrinking  and that 

part of it has disappeared.  The three little one in her lung have gone dormant.  For now she is off treat-

ment and will be watched for any changes.  Go girl, we are all behind you.  

Kelly Bonikowski: Jack Smithõs other daughter has also be a little challenged lately. She first had kidney 

stones and after returning home she fell and broke her wrist, requiring a plate in her wrist.  Sheõs doing bet-

ter, but will be in a cast for a few weeks.  Kelly weõre going to put crash bumpers around you. 

Jerry Fogel:  Jerry was feeling well enough to travel to his 50th reunion at West Point in May and then 
attend the annual meeting of the FBI Citizenõs Academy Alumni Association. He will be starting a new treat-

ment the end of June that will hopefully rid his body of any stray cancer cells.  So everyone start saying your 

prayers again.  Its worked in the past for him so letõs get him through this as well.   

Woody Woodward: Ok Woody, we only want good news from you in the future.  Woody went in to 

have a simple mole removed that turned out to be a melanoma.  After that he got a staff infection and 

needed big time treatment on his arm. Between surgery and antibioticõs heõs on the mend. Unfortunately 

this has kept Woody from riding his motorcycle.  Woody get better and stay away from that staff stuff. 
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God Bless the men and 

women and their    

families that serve to 

keep this nation free! 

ȹ Delta Systems, Inc. 

      The Buckler Family  

               Son Tay Raider 



Danger Lurks Around Every Corner By Larry Freeze (editor, Kansas Country Living) 

The average, red blooded American male is itching to 

leap into those long-awaited projects.  But before grab-

bing that 10 amp reciprocating saw with three-piece blade 

assortment, a word to the wise is in order.  Itõs a fact that 

most household accidents occur in and around the home! 

It goes without saying that some jobs, like electrical wir-

ing, should be handled by a professional.  But surprisingly, 

there are other chores that may appear safe at first glance 

but are actually fraught with danger and should be 

avoided at all cost.  SO guys, for your own good, memo-

rize this list: 

Cleaning the Bathroom:   Have you seen those com-

mercials?  The typical bathroom is just teeming with dan-

gerous micro-organisms.  Stay out of there! 

Vacuuming: Firing up the Hoover is not a wise thing to 

do.  Much like the bathroom, the living room rug is full of 

invisible creepy things.  The vacuum just gets them all 

stirred up and angry. 

 

Cleaning the Attic :  Carting old artifacts down a rickety 

stairway is not recommended.  If all those things have 

lasted 40 years up there in the dark another year wonõt 

hurt them. 

Cleaning the Garage:   This is no job for an amateur.  

One false move and that pile of debris in the corner could 

come crashing down on you with disastrous consequences. 

Mowing the Lawn:   Talk about a hazard.  That mower 

could easily kick out a rock or stick and inflict a damaging 

blow to you skin.  Itõs best to hire the neighbor kid for this 

job. 

So whatõs a man to do in this labyrinth of horrors known 

as the home?  Our best suggestion here is to stake out a 

soft chair in front of the TV and watch the Big Game.  

Surely, nothing bad can happen to you there. 

Well, maybe these is.  Whatever you do. Donõt blurt out 

òHoney, can you bring me another cold one?ó Now THAT 

would be dangerous. 
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