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Chapter XXIX  Newsletter 

We apologize in advance for the rush job on this newsletter.  Since this is the 

SOF Formal month we at the newsletter have been very busy organizing and 

planning this event with the CGSC students. So needless to say, the Newslet-

ter had to take a back seat to that event.  Once the SOF Formal has passed 

and all the final details are put to bed we will be back on track.  Please watch 

for the next newsletter as it will be filled with SOF Formal Photos. 

 

SOF Formal in its final leg of planning.  Where are you setting? 

This is crazy week for the SOF Formal Planning group. We are spending every 

free moment pulling this together. Seating has been the worse.  With so many 

special guests this year we have had to revise the plan several times, but I 

think we finally got it.  Many of us in the planning group will be moving into 

the Hotel Thursday night just to make things simpler.  But, as I hear it there 

will be several of our out of town guests arriving at the Hotel on Thursday, so 

there may be a party.  Any way we have planned for two photographers.  

One for formals during the reception and one for the Ball Room.  So smile 

you might be on candid camera.  DJ Iceman will be returning to the dance 

floor, so get those request in and those dancing shoes dancing.  The party fa-

vors will be the best you have ever received.  For the Chapter members that 

can not attend we will be sending you a little piece of the Chapter’s 30th An-

niversary to remember it by. We will get as many photo’s in the next news-

letter as we can and on the web site.  To see more you might want to attend 

the April 10th 9am Chapter Meeting at the Hilton Garden Inn at 520 Minne-

sota Kansas City KS.  I would like to Thank in advance our resident First 

Aider that will be on call in the Ball Room Friday night.  Also Thanks to the 
Chapter’s first president for making the long trip to Kansas City to join us in 

celebration. We hope that all our special guests have a great time while they 

are here. Bring those camera’s.  So everyone let’s party and have some fun.  

Special Forces Association Chapter 29 is turning 30 years old. 

 

Announcing: 

President Jack Smith will marry Linda Vogel on May 1st, 2010 in a private 

ceremony.  A reception will be held on Sunday May 2nd, 2010.  We will for-

ward the reception information as soon as we know it. Congratulations to 

Jack and Linda.  Linda we welcome you into the fold. 

Next Chapter Event 

Event:   

Chapter Meeting                           

Date: 

April 10, 2010                              

Location:              

Hilton Garden Inn 

520 Minnesota KC KS 

Bring:                     

$8 for Breakfast 

 

Event:  

Jack Smith Reception 

Date:  

May 2rd 2010 

Location: TBA 

Bring:  
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SFA 29 Treasurer’s Report 

Beginning Balance February1, 2010      $  20,192.08 

Income                                             +     1205.00 

Expenses                                           -       369.70 

Ending Balance February 28, 2010       $  21,027.38 

As Reported By Ted White Chapter Treasurer 

SFA Chapter XXIX Member Bio’s 

Starting in May we will be contacting each chapter member to request his military bio.  Why are we doing 

this.  Most of the chapter members do not know what other chapter members have done during their time 

in service.  Our hopes would be to find members that have groups, units, teams etc. in common. This infor-

mation can help us in contacting you when we hear of a reunion or gathering of you group. Your military in-

formation will be placed in a members only book along with your photo and keep for chapter history.  There 

may come a time when we would be able to send each member a copy of this book.  If you would be inter-

ested in a copy let us know and we will put together a list of those wanting copies.  Just remember this will 

take some time to collect all the information and enter it into a book.  A small handful of members have al-

ready sent in some information, and I am sorry to say the computer ate it.  So we are starting from the be-

ginning again.  So start compiling you information and we will be sending out a form for you to fill out either 

via e-mail for postal mail.  Please include a photo of yourself that you like.  It can either be from your time in 

the military or from today. Thank You in advance for your information. 

Free Event: 

Last month we reported on a free event to be held on March 6th at the Liberty Memorial in Kansas City Mis-

souri.  There were to be 40 display tables filled with military collections that dated back 5000 years ago to 

present day Afghanistan.  Well, the event happened, but not a single Green Beret was seen.  Over 600 peo-

ple attended this free event.  So let’s mark our calendars for 2011 and show some Green Berets. 

 

PAIR Day Ft Leavenworth KS 

This summer Fort Leavenworth will be having PAIR Day.  What this is, is a chance for service related groups 

to get in front of the new CGSC students and offer them organizations they may want to be a part of outside 

of the classroom.  This will be a great opportunity for our Chapter to let the incoming students, that are 

Special Forces, know we are here.  We do not have a set date yet, but it should be in July or August.  What 

we need from you as chapter members are members that will man our table and talk to the students and let 

them know who we are and how they can get involved with the chapter.  If this sounds like something you 

would like to be a part of please contact the newsletter sfa29newsletter@gmail.com or 816-943-0073.  We 

will put your name on the list and as we find out more information we will update you.   We are looking for 

those that want to help.  When we get the date and it does not work out for you don’t worry about it.  We 

just need a list of volunteers to work from. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

General Funds         $3345.75 

Emergency Funds (Obligated)         $350.00 

Scholarship Fund (Obligated)         $478.02 

SOF Formal Fund (Obligated)     $16,853.61 

Below is a summary of Chapter Funds.  For detailed information about Chapter Funds please contact        

Chapter Treasurer Ted White at tkwbrw@sbcglobal.net 
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  HOLD THE DATE  
Announcing the Celebration of the 235th Birthday of the United States Army  
June 5, 2010  
At the Westin Crown Center, 1 Pershing Road, Kansas City, Missouri  
The Heartland Chapters, Association of the United States Army announce the celebration of the 235th Birth-
Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǊƳȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘƛƴ /Ǌƻǿƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ м tŜǊǎƘƛƴƎ wƻŀŘ ŀǘ 
Grand, Kansas City, Missouri, on Saturday evening, five-ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ WǳƴŜ рΣ нлмлΦ  
We anticipate a full house so you are encouraged to reserve seating as soon as possible; we will take your 
reservation now. If you are organizing a table, we are seating in tables of ten.  
You may give this advance notice widest distribution. All are welcome.  
The celebration begins with cocktails and live music outside the Main Ballroom. Following cocktails, guests 
are summoned to dinner by bugle call to enjoy an exceptional meal and the grand tradition and ceremony of 
a military event. The program will fill the evening with tradition, honors to our fallen and missing, Spouses of 
deployed Soldiers, Gold Star Mothers, music, videos, guest speaker, door prizes, and an opportunity to dance 
into the night.  
Rooms will be available if you choose to remain overnight.  
Schedule this on your calendar now.  
For more information contact:  
In Kansas City: any of the chapter officers or call Colonel Mike Neer USA(Ret), 913-681-9520, 
mneer@kc.rr.com.  
Or call your local Heartland AUSA Chapter  
 

Montana State Trooper 
 In most of the United States there is a policy of checking on any stalled vehicle on the highway when 
temperatures drop to single digits or below.  About 3 am one very cold morning, Montana State Trooper 
Allan Nixon #658 responded to a call there was a car off the shoulder of the road outside Great Falls, Mon-
tana.  He located the car, stuck in deep snow and with the engine still running.  Pulling in behind the car with 
Ƙƛǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ Ƴŀƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
wheel with a nearly empty vodka bottle on the seat beside him.  The driver came awake when the trooper  
tapped on the window.  Seeing the rotating lights in his rearview mirror, and the state trooper standing next 
to his car, the man panicked.  He jerked the gearshift into drive and hit the gas. 
 The car speedometer was showing 20-30-40 and then 50 mph, but it was still stuck in the snow, 
wheels spinning.  Trooper Nixon, having a sense of humor, began running in place next to the speeding (but 
stationary) car.  The driver was totally freaked, thinking the trooper was actually keeping up with him.  This 
ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ол ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊ ȅŜƭƭŜŘΦ άt¦[[ h±9wΗέ 
 The man nodded, turned his wheel and stopped the engine.  Needless to say, the man from North Da-
kota was arrested and is probably still shaking his head over the state trooper in Montana who could run 50 
miles per hour. 
 ²Ƙƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǊΚ 
 

Religious Thought For The Day 
"If we came from dust and return to dust, then there is somebody under my bed that is either coming  
or going." 
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Special Forces Association History (National) Part 2 

Association Purposes 

¶ To unite fraternally, all persons who are now or have been assigned to the United States Army Special Forces. 

¶ To commemorate, fittingly, the memory of Special Forces troops who have given or shall give their lives in defense 

of the free world. 

¶ To perpetuate Special Forces traditions. 

¶ To educate its members and the citizens of the United States in the proper developments in the field of Special 

Forces as is consistent with security regulations. 

¶ To assist in keeping Special Forces units adequate and powerful for the defense of the free world by supporting the 

establishment of Special Forces in an appropriate relationship with the rest of the Army. 

¶ To encourage every member of the Association toward a closer personal relationship and a friendly spirit of mutual 

cooperation. 

¶ To forward and promote the general welfare and prosperity of the members and to improve by all lawful means their 

status and condition. 

To be a source of inspiration and esprit de corps for all Special Forces units. 

NoteéThe purpose of the Special Forces Association are worded today exactly as they were written in 1964.  We have 

remained steadfast in our dedication to these purposes, and shall forever. 

 

Jerry Fogelôs  heart surgery is completed and he is coming along fine.  He was admitted to KU Med Center for Ad-

vanced Heart Care on Tuesday, Feb 23. 

 Tuesday:  they completed catheterization and final preparations for the open heart procedure. 

 Wednesday: they replaced two of his heart valves with no complications.  However he ultimately suffered with a col-

lapsed lung which required additional effort.   

 Thursday:  His collapsed lung was corrected.  He was removed from the ventilator and the drainage tubes for the eva-

sive entry into his chest were removed.  I talked to him by phone and he sounded pretty good given what he had just 

gone through.  Sandy and his son David were visiting with him at that time. 

 Friday:  Recovery day.  Later In the day, I visited with Jerry and Sandy at the hospital.  Jerry was resting in a bedside 

chair and nodding and napping.  I talked to the attending nurse who reported he is doing exceptionally well.  I asked if 

we should just allow him to nap and she said it was fine to wake him.  I asked if I could just whack him alongside the 

head to get his attention and she responded, maybe that would be a procedure we should hold for another and later date.  

I sat quietly with him for a while before trying to wake him.  When I called him, he was very responsive and we visited 

for about 10 minutes before a bowed out to prevent wearing out my welcome and his good nature.   I am pleased to re-

port that  all he has to show for all of this work is a neat war-wound at and below the sternum ï  

No óPURPLE HEARTô for this injury, but the tissue around the incision has a purplish tint.  Guess he will just have to 

settle for a better functioning Red Heart and the big óRED HEARTô pillow he keeps on his lap and chest to offer protec-

tion for his wound and lungs when and if he coughs.  

For a man who just finished major surgery, he looks remarkably well.   He is ordering his food at each meal but doesnôt 

yet have an appetite.  I think he needs a haircut, but Iôm willing to cut him some slack since he is still in a hospital bed.  

However,  I may need to get him some dog-tags in the interim.    

He needs everyoneôs prayers for this is no minor event in his life. 

 Sincerely,  Mike Neer 

 ONCE A SOLDIER -- ALWAYS A SOLDIER   
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In Honor and Appreciation of the Special Forces Wives and Families that make the sacrifices neces-

sary to be part of the Special Forces Family and its association.  They provide the support that can 

not be bought or provided by any government program.  Without their support, we would be lesser 

individuals and our effectiveness threatened.  

In remembrance of a very special Special Forces Wife, Carol Ann Smith 

                           Jack Smith 2007      

"To The US Forces and their Families" 

Bill Radtke D-996 

Chapter Member Directories:  Directory’s have been mailed.  If you did not receive one please 

contact the newsletter for a reprint. sfa29newsletter@gmail.com 
 

Ad Space:    We are open to new Ads to be printed in the Newsletter and Membership Directory.  A 

business card Ad is $25 for the year.  Larger Ads please contact the newsletter for pricing. 816-213-8639 or 

sfa29newsletter@gmail.com.  We need more Ads to help defer the cost of printing the newsletter.   
 

SFA Chapter 29 Polo Shirts:  We are now taking orders for Chapter Polo Shirts.  You will find a 

order form online at our web site sfa29.org.  The shirts are Black or Army Green with the Association and 

Chapter logo on it.  You may also personalize you shirt with you first name or years of service.  You can also 

purchase a second shirt for your wife.  The shirts are $34.50 each including shipping.  Please make checks 

payable to Stewart Hink and mail the order form to SFA 29, 10520 Bridlespur Dr KC MO 64114 

Color choice is green or black.  Sizes are M L XL XXL. If you would like your nick name or years of service 

on the shirt please let us know what that is. 
 

Special Forces Association Memberships:  If you membership has expired and you have not sent 

in a renewal please contact Jon Meigs today to make arrangements. 913-681-3887 or membership@sfa29.org 

 

Volunteer Ideas Needed:  If you know of an organization that needs volunteers please let us know. 

So far the only idea we have had presented is working with Harvesters on their annual food drive at the KC 

Renaissance Festival in September.    sfa29newsletter@gmail.com  or 816-943-0073   

 

 



Calendar of Chapter Events 

Medically Challenged Members and Family 

April 10, 2010: Chapter Meeting 9am, Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KS (Breakfast $8) 

May 2rd, 2010: Jack Smith and Linda Vogel Reception Location and Time to be announced. 

May 15, 2010: Chapter Meeting 9am, Hilton Garden Inn 520 Minnesota KS (Breakfast $8)  

May 31st, 2010: Memorial Day Event at National Cemetery Leavenworth KS   

June 5th, 2010: Army Birthday Celebration, Westin Crown Center KC MO                                                                                                                                           

June 7-12, 2010: National SFA Convention Fayetteville NC (Ft Bragg) Holiday Inn                                     

        (Do not stay at the Double Tree, they refused to work with the 2010 Convention) 

July 17-18, 2010: Annual 12th & 20th Group Gathering and Mendenhall Firing Range. Chapter 29 invited. 

September 18th or 25th: Oktoberfest English landing Park Parkville MO Date not reserved yet. 

October 30th, 2010: RAD Ft Leavenworth KS 8am 

November 11, 2010: Veterans Day Parade, Leavenworth KS 

June 23-27, 2011: National Convention Orlando FL (Hotel TBA) 

 

In the event that a meeting or function should need to be cancelled because of unsafe weather condi-

tions please check with Kansas City Television Station Fox4 under closings before you leave home. 

Jackie Malena Is still in Tulsa undergoing more treatments.  Please keep Jackie and her family in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

Jerry Fogel Has had his heart surgery and is currently recovering. See page 4. 

Gail Merrill has been off work with back pain related to the Jump accident he had in 1985 while with the 

12th group. Lets get him back to work. (Personal Note– He is Driving me Crazy) 

 

We know there are other Chapter Members that may be having health issues.  So lets get a Chapter wide 

payer going for them as well. 
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President: Jack Smith jsmith227@kc.rr.com                             Newsletter: sfa29newsletter@gmail.com 

V-President: Al James ajames@everestkc.com                          Membership: membership@sfa29.org 

Treasurer: Ted White tkwbrw@sbcglobal.net                          News Phone: 816-943-0073 

Secretary: Stewart Hink BHink41954@aol.com                        News Fax: 913-945-3629 

Asst. Secretary: Gail Merrill gwmerrill@hotmail.com                Advertising Rate: Business Card Ads $25 per year.       

                 Special advertising rate available upon request. 
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God Bless the men and 

women and their    

families that serve to 

keep this nation free! 

ȹ Delta Systems, Inc. 

      The Buckler Family  

               Son Tay Raider 



Just For Laughs 

10520 Bridlespur Dr 

Kansas City MO 64114 

Phone: 816-213-8639 

Fax: 913-945-3629 

E-mail: sfa29newsletter@gmail.com 

De Oppresso Liber 

We’re On The 

Web! 

Sfa29.org 

The Bull’s Bullet 

Special Forces Association 

Chapter XXIX 

Return Service Requested 

"YOU MAY BE A TALIBAN IF..." 

 

1. You refine heroin for a living, but you have a moral objection to liquor. 

2. You own a $3,000 machine gun and $5,000 rocket launcher, but you can't afford shoes. 

3. You have more wives than teeth. 

4. You wipe your butt with your bare hand, but consider bacon "unclean." 

5. You think vests come in two styles: bullet-proof and suicide. 

6. You can't think of anyone you haven't declared Jihad against. 

7. You consider television dangerous, but routinely carry explosives in your clothing. 

8. You were amazed to discover that cell phones have uses other than setting off roadside bombs. 

9. You have nothing against women and think every man should own at least four. 

10. You've always had a crush on your neighbor's goat. 


